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Due to the popularity of our last article about the PASER road rating system, we have decided to further expand
this topic. While our last article focused on rating asphalt roads, this one discusses gravel roads.

Based on our discussions with contractors in the wind farm industry, we understand it is common for
post-construction public roadway improvement costs to exceed $150,000 and they can occasionally run as high as
$2 million! Many of these public roadways have gravel surfaces and have mixed uses varying from urban areas to
recreational and agricultural areas, all of which have variable traffic patterns. Unfortunately, by their very nature,
gravel roads generally do not hold up as well or dependably under traffic as paved roads.

As with asphalt Jor concrete roads, utilizing an objective condition survey system is key to determining a
post-construction repair plan that is fair for both the contractor and the county highway departments. However,
assessing gravel roads can be more difficult because their conditions can change drastically in a very short period
from weather, heavy traffic, or maintenance work. Therefore, condition surveys for gravel roads focus on overall,
major factors (such as gravel thickness, lateral drainage and general roadway cross-section) rather than the surface
conditions in detail.

For more detailed information regarding the gravel PASER system or for a quote for condition surveys, please
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